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Driffield Traction Engine Rally, 31 July 2021 

Karen and I went  - it was our first outing to an event like this for quite some time! Great to inhale the smell of coal 

and oil again, being consumed in prodigious quantities... We made our way to the engines, and first to attract my 

camera was Fowler road engine No.14910 of 1917: 

 

Next in line was this lovely Robey tandem roller. 
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It has a άpistolέ boiler, the same as fitted to the overtype steam wagons they built. The engine unit is the same, too. 
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At least one of these has been converted into a steam wagon. (At least three others were modified by their then 

owners, Wirksworth Quarries, by adding an additional roll at the back to make tri-tandem rollers; two of them still 

survive today.)

 

Fowler tractor No.21222 is a conversion from a roller. 
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But it looks well enough as a plain tractor. 

 

Next along was new-build Foster No.14740. 
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ItΩs just model engineering in 12έ to a foot scale... 

 

This was a lovely engine ς 1920 Clayton & Shuttleworth 5-ton tractor No.49008. 
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ClaytonΩs had used it as their άworksέ engine for several years before selling it in 1934 

 

James Stanley brought his Wallis & Steevens άSimplicityέ roller. 
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Roaring around the site was a Fowler engine in 4έ scale. 
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Slightly larger, a Garrett 4CD tractor, half size by Paul Redgate. IΩve driven a ¼ full size one, many years ago, and that 

was great fun; one this size would be quite a handful, I imagine.
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Marshall 35554 άOld Lassέ, a 7NHP engine that left Gainsborough in January 1901. 

 

This Burrell Single Crank Compound engine was originally one of Isaac BallΩs rollers... 
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Personally IΩm not a fan of it in its ShowmanΩs get-up. No. 3220, originally built in July 1910. 

 

John SomerscalesΩ Aveling & Porter Class DD roller was built in 1924, No. 11024....
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And it looks magnificent. It was gently ticking over, and there was hardly a sound, just the clicking of the lubricator 

ratchet and an almost imperceptible thump of exhaust steam up the chimney. 

 

Top marks! 

 



 

12 

Cylinder detail of the Aveling, which has piston valves. 

 

Next door was another Aveling; this was a new one on me, and you probably havenΩt seen it either, because this was 

its first rally for 50 years! It was pleasing to see how many women were involved with engines, too. No. 4403. 
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Sentinel S4 No. 9009 in its original 1934 livery. 

 

It last worked in 1955. 
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The S engine was 4 cylinder in-line with poppet valves. There was even a steam-driven tyre pump fitted! 

 

The άAdvanceέ roller was designed to have quick reverse to avoid making dents in Tarmac. 
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One of the younger members of the Wallis crew was hungry... 

 

άBig Dadέ was the rapid 1/3 full-size Fowler seen earlier... 
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Now this was something else! A steam motor bike!! I recall άChuck, the Muddle Engineerέ had one not unlike this... 

 

HeΩd originally intended to make the boiler form an acetylene cylinder, but was advised against it. The smokebox, 

however, was once an acetylene cylinder! Karen is admiring it too... 
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Not road legal, unfortunately. Wheels are from a Fergie tractor with the spokes welded into the rims. 

 

Another 4έ to a foot Fowler...
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...this one with an interesting Worthington steam pump on the belly tank. 

 

4½έ to a foot Foden steam wagon...

 


